
 

 

Restoration of Masses with a Congregation 

June 2020 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

After three months apart, it is a great joy to welcome you back to church, and to invite 

you to join us, in person, for Mass! Many of us have experienced great hardship and 

suffering during this time. We have lost loved ones, faced economic uncertainty, and 

struggled with anxiety and isolation. May we now find healing together through our 

expressions of faith. Many of you have told us how much you long to participate in the 

Mass and particularly to receive Holy Communion again. How appropriate that we make 

our return on the feast of Corpus Christi, the day specially set aside to honor the true 

presence of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. While this celebration may not take 

quite the form we are accustomed to, may it be every bit as joyful, and effective in 

strengthening our faith and trust in Him. 

Initial Schedule – Weekend of June 13 & 14 

Beginning with the weekend of June 13 & 14 (Corpus Christi), Masses will be offered 

according to the following schedule, which is tentative and subject to change  

(For the latest information and schedule updates, visit www.raritanoratory.org): 

Sat.: 4 pm at St. Joseph Church, Raritan 

 *5 pm at Holy Trinity Church, Bridgewater (LS) 

Sun.: 8 am at St. Ann Church, Raritan 

 9 am at St. Joseph Church 

 10 am (Latin, EF) at the Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament, Raritan (LS) 

 11 am at Holy Trinity Church 

 12 pm (Spanish) at the Shrine (LS) 

 5 pm at St. Ann Church 

 

LS = Livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook by the Raritan Oratory for those remaining 

at home. Videos remain available on-demand for those unable to view them live. 

*Communion will be available in the parking lot for those either uncomfortable or 

unable to enter the church for Mass, at the 5 PM Saturday Mass only. 



 

 

Daily Masses (beginning Monday, June 15) 

Monday 8 am at St. Joseph  12:15 pm at the Shrine  7 pm at St. Ann 

Tuesday 7 am at St. Ann  12:15 pm at the Shrine 7 pm at Holy Trinity 

Wednesday 7 am at St. Ann  12:15 pm at the Shrine 

Thursday 7 am at St. Ann  12:15 pm at the Shrine 

Friday  8 am at St. Joseph  12:15 pm at the Shrine  7 pm at Holy Trinity 

Saturday 9 am at St. Ann    (1st Fridays only: 7 pm at St. Ann) 

 

This schedule is likely to change as we learn what works and what doesn’t, and as state 

and diocesan guidelines evolve. We are beginning with fewer Masses than usual, for 

several reasons. Reports from other places that have reopened earlier lead us to 

anticipate a small turnout at first, as many people are not yet comfortable going out in 

public. In order to safely distribute Holy Communion, our procedures will make the 

Mass slightly longer, and may require more than one priest to assist. Also, we need to 

be able to disinfect the churches in between Masses. This schedule will make it possible 

to do this with a limited amount of assistance, if necessary. 

 

Note: All scheduled Mass intentions will be honored, at the same location and as closely 

to the original scheduled time as possible. 

 

What to Expect 

During this phase of reopening, we anticipate that we will be limited to no more than 

30% of the capacity of our churches. In addition, we must ensure proper physical 

distancing between households at all times. Please allow extra time, and plan to arrive 

early. If we reach the safe capacity of the church, the entrances will be closed. To assist 

you in maintaining 6-foot distancing, some pews will be closed off, and those that are 

open will be marked with tape at 2-foot intervals (this means that you might not be able 

to sit in your usual place). We will also provide tape markings in the aisles, near 

bathrooms, and leading to the Communion stations. 

During Mass, you will notice that we are not singing hymns, as we have been required 

to remove the hymnals from church for sanitary reasons. There will not be an Offertory 

procession to present the gifts. Also, we will continue to omit the Sign of Peace before 

Communion, and the Chalice will not be offered to the congregation. 

Holy Communion will take place after the final blessing. Once the Mass has concluded, 

the priest and other ministers will put on their masks, sanitize their hands, and take 

their places to distribute Communion. Please follow the directions of the ushers. 



 

 

Remove your mask just before receiving the Host, and then replace it. Once you have 

received, you can proceed to exit the church. Out of consideration for the ministers and 

your fellow parishioners, receiving the Host in your hand is encouraged. If you require 

Holy Communion on the tongue, please wait until the others have received, and then 

approach the priest for Communion. He will sanitize his hands in between each 

communicant who receives on the tongue. 

Safety Precautions 

We have been anticipating and preparing for this reopening for several weeks, because 

we want to ensure that you can come to church confident that the environment is as 

safe as possible. While it is impossible to eliminate all risk, we are taking the following 

measures to safeguard the health of everyone who enters our churches: 

 Thorough cleaning and disinfecting of the church on a weekly basis; 

 Sanitizing of pews, bathrooms, door handles, and other frequently touched 

surfaces before and after all Masses or other services; 

 Providing hand sanitizer at all entrances and for all ministers assisting with Holy 

Communion and the Offertory collection; and 

 Arranging seating, communion lines, etc. to ensure 6-foot physical distancing. 

In return, we ask that you observe the following precautions, now familiar to all of us: 

 Practicing good hygiene through frequent handwashing and use of hand sanitizer; 

 Observing physical distancing of at least 6 feet from those outside your 

household; and 

 Wearing a face mask or covering over your nose and mouth (please bring your 

own mask). This will be required of everyone except the very young, at the 

parents’ discretion. 

Reminders 

As much as we are looking forward to seeing you all again, it is important to remember 

that if you are feeling unwell, if you think you may have been exposed to Covid-19, or 

if you find yourself in a high-risk category for more severe illness from Covid-19, you 

are advised to remain at home and continue to participate in the Mass remotely by 

video, which we will continue to offer for the time being. The dispensation from the 

obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days remains in effect in the Diocese of 

Metuchen until further notice. 



 

 

We are very grateful to all of you who have been able to continue your ongoing 

financial support of your parish, and to all who have contributed to the Bishop’s Annual 

Appeal. While a physical collection will be taken up during weekend Masses, consider 

taking advantage of Online Giving through our parish websites as a safe and convenient 

alternative. 

Conclusion 

As we begin our much-anticipated return to church, and find our bearings in this new 

reality, let us all be patient with each other. If we are willing to make liberal use of 

common sense, take personal responsibility for ourselves and our families, and show 

respect for each other, we will be just fine. This time presents a tremendous 

opportunity for us to offer our larger community a witness of grace and love that can 

contribute to building up the kingdom and help our local Church to grow. May the Lord 

bless our efforts, and may He bless and protect all of you and your families. 

 

In Christ & St. Philip Neri, 

 

Very Rev. Jeffrey M. Calia, C.O. 

Provost 

 

  


